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  The AJGS (Vic) Newsletter, March 2025 

Dear members 

Welcome to the first newsletter of AJGS (VIC) for 2025. I hope you enjoyed the December 

2024 newsletter. Don’t forget that if you have any suggestions as to items you would like to 

see included in future newsletters, please contact Terry Ashton at ajgsvictoria@gmail.com  

With the help of our donors, AJGS-(Vic) is keeping the membership fees as before, having not 

changed for 10 years. Fee renewal notices have been emailed to members.   

Who we are 

The Australian Jewish Genealogical Society (Vic) Inc (AJGS Vic) is a non-profit society 
passionate about encouraging and assisting people in researching their Jewish ancestry. We 
welcome everyone with an interest in this research area, regardless of ethnicity or 
background, whether you are researching your family history for connections to Jewish 
heritage or studying this fascinating and important area of history. 
We provide access to the AJGS (Vic) research library and the expertise of our 
specialised researchers; we hold regular meetings; provide workshops and events to support 
members and provide practical assistance for research on such topics as DNA, using JRI 
Poland and more.  
 

Welcome to new members 

AJGS (VIC) extends a warm welcome to the following new members, Andrew Gelbart and 
Martin Artenstein 
 

My interest in genealogy: Heshy Adelist, Committee member 

Heshy was born in Melbourne and is a proud husband and father of three children. 

His family comes from Singapore, Iraq and India, England, Ireland, Poland and Canada, 

Growing up Heshy would ask his parents, where are all the cousins? The answer was always - 

overseas in Canada and the USA etc, which sparked a flame in him to find everyone. Heshy 

has done a lot of research and his family tree goes back to the late 1700s with about 1000 

people who are blood-related.  

Heshy uses Facebook and various genealogical websites to help with his research and is in the 

process of making a book on each grandparent and their families.  

Heshy has been an AJGS-VIC committee member since 2017, and manages the society’s social 

media content 

Genealogical Updates for you to peruse 

1. IN ONE VOICE FESTIVAL: March 16th, 2025 
The Australian Jewish Genealogical Society (VIC) will be taking part in the In One Voice 
Festival, the largest Jewish communal event in the Southern Hemisphere, to be held at 
Selwyn St, Elsternwick. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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2. GSQ-Brisbane AUSTRALIAN CONFERENCE: March 21st-24th 2025 (see the 
December 2024 newsletter for details) 

February Update - Conference Newsletter, 11 February 2025 

We have several things that we would like you to review. 

Regrettably we must replace two of our speakers in the Program. 

• Anna Shnukal who was scheduled speak at 9:30am on Sunday 23rd March in the East 

Room and has now been replaced by Fiona Brooker whose topic is “They Came as 

Crew”. 

• In addition, Simon Davies has been unable to travel to Australia from England due to 

a medical emergency and has been replaced by Jenny Joyce at 2pm on Saturday 22nd 

March in the Central Room. Jenny’s topic is “Why did they leave”. 

GSQ Membership Discount Offer: The Genealogical Society of Queensland is offering a 10% 

discount on its annual membership for any registered conference attendee who signs up as 

a member between 20th– 31st March 2025.  Details will be in the Conference program. 

Emergency Telephone Number: There will be an Emergency Telephone number available in 

the Conference Office from Friday 21st – Sunday 23rd March. It is: 0429 847 729 

Conference Dinner Table allocation: The Conference Committee has asked the Speakers and 

Ambassadors to agree to allocation around the Conference Dinner venue which is almost 

fully subscribed.  Attendees will be able to choose the table they wish to be seated at by 

registering at the GSQ Information desk prominently positioned in the Atrium. Table 

registrations will open at Morning Tea on Friday 21st and close at Afternoon Tea on Saturday 

22nd. 

Research Day If it is your intention to avail yourself of GSQ’s offer of exclusive research 

access to conference attendees, please ensure that you advise Kim Davis 

volunteer@gsq.org.au as soon as possible. 
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3. DUNERA: STORIES OF INTERNMENT: on until the 4th of May 2025  

A free exhibition at the State Library of NSW on Dunera: Stories of Internment, is on display. 

Please check their website for more information as well as their opening hours. 

The State Library of NSW is staging the world’s largest exhibition dedicated to a forgotten 

chapter in Australia’s history, with 200 extraordinary artworks, sketchbooks and diaries 

from inside Australian internment camps. The State Library has spent years collecting 

artwork and other material related to what is commonly referred to as the ‘Dunera’, named 

for the ship that brought more than 2500 boys and men to Australia during the Second 

World War. These men who had fled Nazi persecution to Britain were suddenly classified as 

enemy aliens, and sent to camps in Hay, Orange and Tatura.  

4. 2025 IAJGS Conference- August 10th -14th 2025 
Join the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS) and the Northeast 
Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society August 10th -14th, 2025 in Fort Wayne, Indiana, for an 
exceptional and unique Conference experience! 
The conference Theme is "And We Settled Here... The Jewish Journey." For details about the 

selected themes, download the full list here.  

• Journeys to the Midwest and Beyond 

• Wide World of Experience 

• Citizenship 

• Cultural Heritage 

• Methodology and Archives 

• Tools and Technology 

• Starters 
he 2025 International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies Film Festival will feature 
over thirty rare and historically significant Jewish-themed films, shorts, and television 
programs spanning the very first films of the early 20th century to the modern era.  Fiction, 
documentary, and experimental selections represent the breadth and diversity of the Jewish 
experience cutting across major themes of immigration, the Holocaust, and North American 
westward expansion. A highlight of the festival will feature a screening of the 4K restoration 
of Joan Micklin Silver’s 1975 Hester Street, celebrating the 50th anniversary of this landmark 
in feminist and American independent filmmaking.  You can watch a trailer for the 
movie here.  The Festival is being curated by Steve Carr, Director of the Institute for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Purdue University Fort Wayne. 
We also plan to highlight the renowned Lincoln Collection at the Allen County Public Library 
with experts and special programming. 
Want more information?  There are several options to ask questions and to find out more. 

• Register here for a Virtual Information Session on Sunday, February 2, 2025 at 2:00 
p.m. Eastern time. 

• View a video of our 2025 IAJGS Conference Information Session (31:23) 

• Check out the IAJGS 2025 Conference Discussion Facebook Group 

• Join our mailing list to receive more information. 

• Contact info@iajgs2025.org with questions 
For questions about this 2025 Conference website, contact webmaster@iajgs2025.org. 

         

 

https://ajhs.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae0bda0eef41a3604b67931ff&id=bd91c4e46a&e=5932e87e3d
http://www.neindianajgs.org/
http://www.neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/conference-themes-october-2024-1.pdf
https://youtu.be/D1TROnPKe_4?si=NCTZ2DJ26STk6ZlU
https://youtu.be/D1TROnPKe_4?si=NCTZ2DJ26STk6ZlU
https://youtu.be/D1TROnPKe_4?si=NCTZ2DJ26STk6ZlU
https://neindianajgs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/steve-carr-bio.pdf
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/lincoln-collection
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkc-2trjIoG9Jui9NHeIew0WvjuCRUFv7w
https://youtu.be/CII5wfBwBk8
https://www.facebook.com/groups/131077414210408
https://form.jotform.com/240944817277163
mailto:info@iajgs2025.org
mailto:webmaster@iajgs2025.org
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5. New Databases on IGRA’s Website  

The Israel Genealogy Research Association (IGRA) has added two new databases and 

updated three others, adding over 18,000 new listings. There are now over 3 million 

records available in the databases. With each release IGRA provides a variety of records to 

the collection. In order to release new records quickly, IGRA posts some records in their 

original form without transliteration.  An in-depth description of the release is available at 

https://genealogy.org.il/new-databases-released-in-december-2024/ 

 

1849 Petitions to Montefiore from Safed and Tiberius – update 608 listings, University 

College London 

 

1917-1964 Students at the Alliance Schools in Morocco – update 2,764 listings  

Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People at the National Library of Israel 

 

1948-1952 Medical Practitioners – update 3,586 listings  

Israel State Archives 

 

1949 War Loan (Milveh Milchamah) Engineers – update 164 listings 

Israel State Archives 

 

Name Changes 1972 – update 11,178 names 

National Library of Israel, law libraries and offices, and partially on the Internet 

 

Before viewing and searching the databases, please register for free on the IGRA website:  

http://genealogy.org.il/  The IGRA databases are now searchable to all registrants. The 

search results page is also available to all registrants. Additional details regarding most 

databases are only available to paid IGRA members. Certain exceptions exist due 

to requests of the specific archives. 

 

6. Important News For Piotrkow Trybunalski Researchers   
JRI-Poland has recently acquired digital images of all surviving vital records for Piotrków 

Trybunalski from 1826-1942 from the Łódź and Piotrków branches of the Polish State 

Archives and commissioned professionals in Poland to extract them into English.  The 

Piotrków Trybunalski database now includes 56,558 fully extracted record entries (note: 

because of Polish laws protecting personal data, birth entries are only available up to 1923.) 

This is a dramatic increase on the basic indices which are currently available online. 

Because of the huge amount of data in this project, the cost to extract the records was 

US$17,800. To meet these costs and enable JRI-Poland to make the data available online, 

complete with links to available digital images of the original records, the support of all 

Piotrków Trybunalski researchers, is needed. 

If you would like to obtain advance access to the data for your family before it goes online, 

you are asked to make a minimum Qualifying Contribution of US$200 & hope you will 

consider donating more than the minimum to enable JRI-Poland to meet the town target. 

See: Town Explorer | JRI-Poland. Researchers who previously qualified for the original 

https://genealogy.org.il/new-databases-released-in-december-2024/
http://genealogy.org.il/
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Piotrków Trybunalski indexing project can top up their initial donations to reach the 

minimum Qualifying Contribution level. 

As a Qualifying Contributor, you will receive an Excel file with all available 1826-1942 entries 

for your surnames of interest in the Piotrków Trybunalski records. 

Contributions can be made by cheque, bank draft, money order, or credit card – please see 

https://tinyurl.com/JRI-Poland-donate-PT. Please mark your contribution “For the Piotrków 

Trybunalski Town Fund.” 

Please email Naomi at naomi.leon@jri-poland.org for further information, Naomi Leon, JRI-

Poland Area Coordinator and Town Leader Piotrków Trybunalski 

7. What to Expect from FamilySearch in 2025 

Here is a glimpse of some of FamilySearch’s 2025 plans.  

More Genealogy Records 

FamilySearch has worked with archivists from more than 160 countries to help make 

genealogical records more accessible online. In 2025, FamilySearch will make significant 

strides to expand record collections for France, Germany, Honduras, Italy, Palau, and 

the Philippines. 

FamilySearch will continue to publish the millions of oral genealogies it has gathered by 

conducting in-person interviews with tribal leaders from 25 African countries. It will also be 

expanding this effort to other oral genealogy cultures on other continents. FamilySearch 

uses its tree and search technology to build searchable family tree databases from the oral 

genealogies gathered, making them searchable online for the first time ever. Users will be 

able to search by tribe, village, or surname and get instant access to audio recordings and 

lineages that were captured during the interviews. 

FamilySearch Artificial Intelligence 

FamilySearch has been busy building its artificial intelligence (AI) technology to read old 

handwriting in more languages and improve its ability to suggest lineage-linked data from 

records. All these opportunities will create greater search capabilities and more family 

discoveries for more FamilySearch patrons worldwide. 

Full-text Search 

At RootsTech 2024, FamilySearch provided a sneak peek at how its AI is unlocking incredible 

discoveries hidden in unindexed, handwritten historical records that have never been 

searchable before now. Leveraging its state-of-the-art AI-powered handwriting recognition 

technology, FamilySearch can convert an image of historical text into a machine-readable 

text format that gives patrons the ability to search the full text of a record—before it has 

been indexed by online volunteers. FamilySearch Full-text Search will introduce more 

exciting advancements to the record search experience in 2025, adding full-text search 

capability to many more record collections. Interested patrons can test Full-text Search now 

in FamilySearch Labs. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/JRI-Poland-donate-PT
mailto:naomi.leon@jri-poland.org
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FgRHi-2B6VZPiJOH7LaSM42yh3Sfcw5BbE1THKyUjNZw6EMFyedtQ-2FCG0go6qoCx1u4w-3DtfL8_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlS6rrqayaLpNNYt3EMA6wkOyS3F7YQkEkQnMH6LJEgEfiysJSbplw3nn6Cvez9TGKUG62ZIezx5kbFjcLE7NHlKQmahkm51Tp9aPqVoCZfuovhuDLIB95q1YM0xfbgXE1dkqxfxRwJgtRPXU-2BdPAtSl
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FgRHi-2B6VZPiJOH7LaSM42yh3Sfcw5BbE1THKyUjNZw6ELxpYqABRaFJFjEzyEQ968o-3DkZG5_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQderUhMIAx5-2FMNnsTAQw-2FvJ3nV-2F3yGaBDikzNVnqudCkTEJatpPA8oyC-2FxRIpV-2F2NbsiCCvwavapiDQ-2BCVi2q5D9j0hQB56g-2BGO9TNODpG-2BSMlw39L8SWscIBnBY1jqimq5wtUu0699OIfDLyqtZ9j4QkPHgD3MnN00lB-2Bqoxeg6D
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FgRHi-2B6VZPiJOH7LaSM42yh3Sfcw5BbE1THKyUjNZw6ELE07oUNNyPzcm-2Bm-2FLOQ2Xk-3DAHdZ_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQdSZ8zcV62AAX9oVPv-2ByCGsqUbRykuA1LS1cla-2FvVzQPCdUUyrxbPgvKG9JF5j-2BN4tHn6A2NLr2PDqeTn8VV9QJNWSWNxHpq56rjyXHJIJhP1AqXqknZYoBrzfe98P1I9StDoKdLzUZUyUt-2Fo9hgkElClQ9oFfwWSlGauq8FSXqmz
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FgRHi-2B6VZPiJOH7LaSM42yh3Sfcw5BbE1THKyUjNZw6EB5PXcd4zxAywnkHO4AL6nY-3DpsgA_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddX6peytIlMAmHwDKjIyvf-2BA8uhGFEPAtj1sdYyhESPNB5myB4FX3cWCLdXZGq2R72golb-2F50W0GVSASmRYItNf392H9A0wbEymmV61LjAV2OGY6Qza727em-2F5s1XUAiYvuwhuxnEkpOec17HCHnPJm57XmY5R0D98r5O-2B82Priz
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FgRHi-2B6VZPiJOH7LaSM42yh3Sfcw5BbE1THKyUjNZw6EHrYWSi6zhhUwSvSAbgp12Y-3D22kj_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQdTpv0kUGWA3V0ob70TiQbWdNxEpASBvz4L-2F5J5moIpSFX5aoi7y3mRXHMARDYebG0eeTrW64huY9ykdLtB9vdvqRZaqnU2K98RqgnR7w6gRxuLA3sizsQQOhErrPckrV5wU0TJwqLRLLEiNivpJQc9FYOcxItpamfUElXZST1LtS
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2Fg1EFuwnpb-2FfdIhPdZZ19whZZAFJuxT8cOcVoqWDN5PKw-3D-3D81zJ_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQdUhBpN-2BhfAbYYQ2XWvCqAfPjZZeojz-2FWTNZRDiT3GtuG8s5NJHopiRHZSfXjmo0spdtlmvxpc7iYgxFM0IHsy0-2BJ1RSktYX-2FoiVFuCLImmNUf0GV7ftDuPCr7ejcKuE0fztNDk8mYtkWBJJJope4ydHf900scNgTdJ3PacINtlkz
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FiPzY9l1FpO55LVC2mDQTgMThLQ0GxYrF9w8XUsy4Ohyw-3D-3Dk02d_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQdUMB3UHIJxpuuZif6jr8e4PWdhF2UnOEAJsGH9KLB5gVoP9aT3YhPffZwxKugYCabeKUpG9GQf-2F4-2FLWsgSWG-2BhECf0kxRkesv6EobVawIq5B-2FvudLuE-2FbfA3qcyqDhRyU6Tel8dV8CNNU9Riu4Oqs73AKimljje6ojGvicRg0Y1s
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2Fgjkr4GNrdjf-2FB8r7mqe-2B5Takyu_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQdevrV7K9A7mJyNSvGTs5cLHzkbEJkQCcEuBygrY6bGBnhSoDvsSTxgUvwecEyLiHgwO88fy5YJY1dzysB-2Bc9qcpwrpj36tqBz-2BjDlONtImQgeP5TtityKYlh8fMXPT88CNneKGnZ9zBbSSqB6RUzVNxpSwkgR5YZyvL2G72HK8sn
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FiPzY9l1FpO55LVC2mDQTgMThLQ0GxYrF9w8XUsy4Ohyw-3D-3DQBZ2_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQdWSnCbAsl7jFzxsgqyUSRRtjBcg-2Fdnzx5IkPMJSOtZHfVEbAJCuKwWUTvJOBb8eu4x-2BVIRtY6FylNAVTCNvwH2Srt5m4zHl6h7rZJp5JI4iuJqSY-2FK6ACrjYYbhAx7Fuj5oOui6S7J7Bn4513wn7Q9Cu17fMTSVaeFHdS2jlp9HA
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FjvPqXiNV2-2BqHQ3KRgC9TaH4McW_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlTpQRFy4r3iESQaM730KWfLm6q-2BOQ-2Buu-2FHYjAGToEqEQe4tv7mpKgqwjNhnAf-2BtXuZpuP4o1f7jZE7ZKsG-2Bz5OBPOebf7slnqbMXYutgm-2FJBVx22UOSi8fsdnd5QmBoiUYixAH2-2BFRmINwCIL3QB-2BJQ
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FamilySearch Get Involved and Computer-Assisted Indexing 

FamilySearch AI will expand computer-assisted indexing algorithms to index more historical 

genealogical records than ever before—and more quickly. FamilySearch’s Get Involved web 

and mobile app will make it easier and even more fun for volunteers to refine the work of 

the handwriting recognition AI, yielding unprecedented volumes of searchable records and 

new ancestor discoveries. 

More Digital Books 

FamilySearch will continue to work with societies and libraries to digitize historical 

genealogical books accessible for free online in its Digital Library. These digitized 

publications are full-text searchable and include genealogy books, family histories, local 

histories, maps, yearbooks, and more. It currently has over 600,000 digitized, searchable 

books and serials. 

Exciting New Tree Features 

The FamilySearch Family Tree will become even more collaborative in 2025 with the fully-

launched, time-saving, Family Groups feature. Patrons will be able to create private groups 

of living family members who have a FamilySearch account to efficiently share collective 

family history information—photos, stories, sources, and memories. Group participants 

won’t have to re-enter their living information to join the collaborative efforts. Patrons’ life’s 

work and family legacy will then be preserved for future generations 

Together by FamilySearch 

FamilySearch’s fun new mobile and web app, Together, is the perfect way to capture the 

most important moments in life and build stronger family connections as families make, 

share, and remember unforgettable memories together. The content is suitable for all ages, 

young and old. Patrons can create their life story as they experience it, or later as they find 

themselves reminiscing. Patrons can also create family groups and invite select family 

members to help capture impactful life stories, memorable family events, traditions, 

favourite foods, hobbies, interests, friends, holidays, vacations, and so on. The built-in 

prompts are generous—remaining relevant throughout different life stages. Download 

Together by FamilySearch today on Google Play and the App Store. 

RootsTech 2025—A World Family Celebration 

RootsTech is FamilySearch’s popular global online family history event that is enhanced by a 

vibrant in-person experience in Salt Lake City, Utah, March 6–8, 2025. Millions of 

participants will enjoy hundreds of classes, localized experiences, and interacting with 

presenters, exhibitors, and other virtual and in-person attendees through an e-chat feature 

online and in the mobile app. 

Updates to the website’s search algorithms will take you on a suggested journey of content 

based on your language and search queries. RootsTech is also a wonderful way to meet new 

relatives worldwide, make new family discoveries, learn helpful tips for expanding your 

family tree, explore innovative new products and services, and be inspired by wonderful 

keynotes and speakers. 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2Fi-2BSLIIAlMjwkm1rqnjKgG5YKEptGBeC1o5DKBuYD-2BM3Q-3D-3DVJa9_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlSwfRUKIHb3YC4mMLsmF3zbjJWsLU0Fwxj4DqQQ2-2BIl4g2vH-2FwEp41difXlhMqZyKjhNwcFwlLWAMRU2TVR4HTVsswDM2-2BawrJ3l62KImbjBXAVenDNGpwvQj7v1HyDCjGU91pJBPyk0VRLrvzlQXS7
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2Fi1-2BLbFi4I-2B3mdYS94O8gXwdv8y4IvhBGdIRadMuJ8bXQ-3D-3D_Mb4_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlR6SBw-2FkDDzrVIRz2DP1YZR0wUz1g-2FgtEMmEd4XZGCYAwUXl9YNsDsVAUBuP-2BA8RD11FV4dbDWW7nsf8Buq9n1mzrShhChRJvWtXzzrc0-2F8va2RbMk-2B5ubVQzONNktSQyBC88mNleNgJQ0gqIMjOzsY
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2Fi-2BOjg-2F7sU8SWBfADX5tEIP-2ByV-2BXYXErCUjwxaFr-2Buz4A-3D-3DyiN2_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlQVUzQ5slwVTszRm-2BQlXFpSpo2VJapoMD5DDxOA9qc2tCDH7J47otNZLS5l2G0H2iWsCNtA80M3jkRiJYmSxCY60KWTWb8-2BXnJ-2FkG4vG9dYnFACsAPaifg0bE3lAVjSf3tgmDC2Mx7Tcy04lEbDazaU
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2Fhdjidd6WtJj1Uq6gz6rONsMB6K-2B1-2FpVky2rt4Ee7WfrV5zPDEoYCHzLzjf3Y8I30DYbG8QOdwpGw9L4fmY9oABoZ6lS9tiBQMmH-2FHg29F-2BVNKCd1X6GYGac8BLtHwIbIE-3DDx9Q_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlQm-2BbL8UZL6Y6KRqlxgAxE-2FCNuBw0Mqd-2FqmXEBPnfGS-2BA7lVsNlDIITQ26AWzU-2BqZhomBc1giblP9xQVTwall6k9P5344Fi-2F0DeDQZhja3bcf88RM5elQbewD5QOQxNlXUAqEYdq63D-2BlNtiPgNwlkd
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FgLA407-2FCR-2BYmO-2BuZdTGL357xr-2BKrbep8WSb3RCUR8JYJ0-2FCwt08LZDBQrv7rB8-2FOo-3DLF75_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlQXsyPb2L7sDZxFpA0KIpznuYi3l1yy7Zj9971dOOJHDkr-2F8hmn9-2F2ixphTsojwHlbNOE-2F0NU2kxLMBI4rUQS3KgpRvmjgK2gXDYOS-2B6AoVenqaY5TP8nuTOXjwLVMsYimiNoGx-2F4SVpDN2NC-2BdWcci
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FizW-2B278Bbvg-2BZbl20mbJ7l780SJ-2FM-2F8RFOfw4lP5gW4A-3D-3DD2bJ_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlR-2FRXPZuPWdXmYahl9qHNCLTgJPTd7lLpgTfc-2Bdl0f-2F5Jbd05Tl86bcJ-2FKVBl9VNynrtUS4udYiKXz14ULyCH6eFG5a7FHAI424G7ibRGNpTAJiNbIYbrcRb6rpaNep2-2Fhqaocn-2B20Jyk2HboHzy0K-2F
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The online event is completely free, and the in-person Salt Lake City event is only $129 for 

the 3-day event at the Salt Palace Convention Centre, or $79 for a 1-day pass. Registration is 

now open, and patrons can begin creating their personal session schedule 

at RootsTech.org later this month. 

FamilySearch Labs 

Individuals who love keeping up with the pulse of what’s new and upcoming will want to 

visit FamilySearch Labs regularly. Some of the new experiences and features coming in 2025 

are already available in Labs for user testing. Interested users can inquire to be early testers 

of these experiences to help FamilySearch maximize their effectiveness 

8. Save the date for Limmud Oz, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.-2FahiERX-2BiUQOqBGMslkjRgXM8zue-2BUhL7zia4o9A8oQ-3D4Ub1_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlT5nMVEpVv0ek2FFhEhFqqhCXTfl8MQ0s4nG2syU1Yukg-2B78mYd-2FAQT851dmIxfOVT4WWztOWfV0zb9dCNgqD0tCneGL3tKWnKS70FjXKNnyzor-2BXW7KFDreicQJDPQb3ERmQ647FFKw-2BldemxC8QuQ
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Ek4rPnBdAV9eD-2BTI7D69rXPgDm34SQ3Vj3AlF-2BjY8-2FjvPqXiNV2-2BqHQ3KRgC9TaHReCy_8HF2KjHrqtAgJlZyb3Cpl1i3pEseTRghCmqfi0vGs9lUJko9RkIbXDtucXB5Em40MCTZS1qsAkKmaLXYrH0TFMEx7g6iMVGz6XTma5E3KbFBJ-2BkArHt-2Bp5bR0-2FqrQKLBBk1h0El-2F69glV4Ftm35wtclK5KxBZB-2FMPMm-2BrV5RPHxV6kCM3QefoTn-2Bvyyk-2BxylLxPr1XIBjYdNVU0tlDGQddz3tPU6TLWlmc05-2BLLD-2FlQaX08DXgb8SN3304DX87sagJZ4wkIJ94EGTbhhHAFz1SUMPCFVJWfGOJxDzLvF2X4jwYQ0ID4AD-2BQEKMalrd2QeTpeFVZ5OiZBif0NIrBfNsVgWv-2BYxaQRac-2F7j74HfCNuov8kagVt9w8E-2BXiPGH12
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9. What’s in a Name? -Resource 

 

10. The Wiener Holocaust Library 

   

 

 

Based in London, The Wiener Holocaust Library is one of the world’s leading and most extensive archives on the 

Holocaust, the Nazi era and genocide. The library’s unique collection of over one million items includes published 

and unpublished works, press cuttings, photographs and eyewitness testimonies.  

The Wiener is home to hundreds of thousands of documents, letters, photographs, press cuttings, books, 

pamphlets, periodicals and unpublished manuscripts and memoirs, posters, artworks, and eyewitness 

testimonies.   https://www.whlcollections.org/index/ 

"Wiener Digital Collections enables online access to some of our most important collections, including documents 

used in evidence at the Nuremberg Trials, the family papers of Jewish refugees, photos taken at the Litzmannstadt 

Ghetto, JCIO reports, and responses to Nazism and fascism in Germany, Britain and beyond. 

https://www.whlcollections.org/index/
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The library’s founder, Dr Alfred Wiener recognised the Nazi threat early on and campaigned against Nazism in the 

1920s and 1930s. After fleeing Germany for Amsterdam in 1933, he founded the Jewish Central Information Office 

(JCIO) at the request of the Board of Deputies of British Jews and the Anglo-Jewish Association, collecting 

information about Nazi persecution. He brought his collection to Britain shortly before the outbreak of the Second 

World War, where it became known as ‘Dr Wiener’s Library’. 

The Wiener Library has announced new digital archive is now live to see: https://wienerholocaustlibrary.org/   
 

 

 

Upcoming Events, 2025: Please note our change of venue for some talks which will 

be at the Lamm library.  Check the library’s website at  www.ljla.org.au for details, 

as some of our presentations will be in conjunction with the Lamm Library.   

SPEAKER DATE 

Resources for Genealogical Research in Israel-Ronny Golan will give 

an overview of genealogical resources in Israel – both online and 

offline.  

March 19, 2025 at 7 PM AEST-Zoom 
presentation 

David Marlow will speak on ‘Uncovering Their Names and Stories: 

300+ Years of a German-Jewish Family 1697-2024’ 

May 20th 2025, 6.30 p.m., Lamm Library 

 

Update on Past Events  

February 11th, 2025 - Our first presentation for 2025 was held at the Lamm Library where 

approximately 40 attendees heard Leon Mann and Danny Mann-Segal speak about how their 

relatives Moritz and Henny, were saved during the Holocaust and meeting the descendants 

who saved them. 

 

 

https://wienerholocaustlibrary.org/
http://www.ljla.org.au/
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Resources and Links: The Lamm Jewish Library of Australia has over 46,000 books and 

includes the collections of the Australian Jewish Genealogical Society (Vic) and the 

Australian Jewish Historical Society.  

To help with your genealogical research, here are some genealogical sites, relevant to the 

Holocaust.  

Arolsen Archives 

https://arolsen-archives.org 

Auschwitz-Birkenau prisoner database 

https://www.auschwitz.org/en/museum/auschwitz-prisoners/ 

German Gedenkbuch 

http://www.bundesarchiv.de/gedenkbuch/ 

JewishGen’s Holocaust Database 

https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/ 

Melbourne Holocaust Museum 

https://mhm.org.au/ 

Theresienstadt Ghetto Database 

https://www.holocaust.cz/en/main-2/ 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) 

https://www.ushmm.org/ 

Yad Vashem Central Database of Shoah Victims’ Names 

https://yvng.yadvashem.org/ 

Please remember to visit our website at https://ajgs-vic.org.au/ where past 
presentations will help with your research.  

 

And A Final Note 
❖ Pesach will be here very soon, so on behalf of the AJGS (VIC) committee, we wish 

you and your families, a happy Pesach.  
 

Stay in touch with us via any of the following: 

                                 Email: ajgsvictoria@gmail.com 
                                 Website: http://www.ajgs-vic.org.au/ 
                     Facebook: Australian Jewish Genealogical Society-VIC 

 

Ms Terry Ashton 
Honorary Secretary 
Australian Jewish Genealogical Society (VIC) 
 

https://arolsen-archives.org/
https://www.auschwitz.org/en/museum/auschwitz-prisoners/
http://www.bundesarchiv.de/gedenkbuch/
https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/
https://mhm.org.au/
https://www.holocaust.cz/en/main-2/
https://www.ushmm.org/
https://yvng.yadvashem.org/
https://ajgs-vic.org.au/
mailto:ajgsvictoria@gmail.com
http://www.ajgs-vic.org.au/

