
Uncovering their Names and Stories:  
300+ years of a German-Jewish family 1697-2024 – AJGS Handout 

 

My Approach – from my desk: 

• Libraries – State Library of Victoria online books and newspapers (slv.vic.gov.au/), 
University Library Goethe University - Frankfurt am Main (ub.uni-frankfurt.de/) 

• Newspapers eg. Trove, Deutsche Zeitungsportal, State Library of Victoria, 
Newspapers.com, University Library Goethe University - Frankfurt am Main 

• Archives – Leo Baeck Institute, National Archives of Australia (NAA), Wiener Holocaust 
Library, email enquiries to various archives eg. Düsseldorf, Wuppertal, Leipzig, 
Magdeburg, Schönebeck, Dessau-Rosslau… 

• Books on context & history – ebooks and hardcopy  
• Websites eg. Ancestry, JewishGen, CompGen… 
• Holocaust resources - United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Arolsen Archives, Yad 

Vashem 
 

Most Useful Organisations 

• Genealogical & Historical Societies - Australian Jewish Genealogical Society Vic, Jewish 
Genealogical Society Cleveland, Genealogical Society Hamburg, Israel Genealogy Research 
Association (IGRA), Australian Jewish Historical Society Vic, Historical Society of 
Deutsche Bank... 

• Libraries - State Library Victoria, Lamm Jewish Library of Australia, Magdeburg City 
Library, Hamburg History Museum Library… 

• Archives - Leo Baeck Institute New York, Leo Baeck Institute Berlin, Landesarchiv 
Saxony-Anhalt (LASA) - Dessau-Rösslau, Stadtarchiv Wuppertal, Staatarchiv Leipzig, 
Bundesarchiv (German Federal Archives), Stadtarchiv Schönebeck, National Archives of 
Australia (NAA), Wiener Holocaust Library, World Jewish Relief – UK, Public Records 
Office Victoria (PROV)… 

• Museums - Gröbzig Synagogue Museum, Jewish Museum Berlin, Melbourne Holocaust 
Museum, Old Slaughterhouse Memorial Centre - Düsseldorf, Begegnungsstätte Alte 
Synagogue Museum – Wuppertal, Stadtmuseum Düsseldorf, Jewish Museum of Australia, 
National Museum of Australia, MiQua – Jewish Museum in the Archaeological Quarter of 
Cologne 

• Other – Martin Buber Institute of Jewish Studies - Cologne, Dunera Association - 
Melbourne 
 

Cemeteries (mainly Jewish) 

• Leipzig – new and old Jewish cemeteries, Weinbergstrasse - Wuppertal, Plettenberg, 
Dresden – new and old Jewish cemeteries, Weissensee – Berlin, Ohlsdorf – Hamburg, 
Hannover, Hildesheim, Gröbzig, Maceva – Lithuania, Melbourne – Carlton North & 
Springvale 
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Most Useful Websites 

• Ancestry and Ancestry DNA - www.ancestry.com.au/ 
• JewishGen – jewishgen.org 
• MyHeritage - myheritage.com/ 
• FamilySearch –familysearch.org/en/home/portal/ 
• CompGen German genealogy.net metasearch - compgen.de/recherchieren/#datenbanken 
• Arolsen Archives - arolsen-archives.org/en/search-explore/search-online-archive/ 
• Yad Vashem Database - collections.yadvashem.org/en/names 
• Trove - trove.nla.gov.au/ 
• Löwenhardt Foundation, The Netherlands - loewenhardtfoundation.org/en/ 
• Findagrave - findagrave.com 
• Jewish Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR) - jewishgen.org/databases/cemetery/ 

 
Other Useful Websites 

• Mapping the Lives: A Central Memorial for the Persecuted in Europe 1933-1945 – 
mappingthelives.org 

• LitvakSIG All Lithuania Database - litvaksig.org/all-lithuania-database/ 
 Shapell Roster - shapell.org/roster/ 

 JRI Poland - jri-poland.org/ 

 Maceva Litvak Cemetery Catalogue - litvak-cemetery.info/ 

 KitchenerCamp - kitchenercamp.co.uk/ 

• GenTeam, Die genealogische Datenbank 
genteam.at/en/component/users/login?Itemid=107 
 

My Collaborators 

• Cousins – live, online and via DNA – photos, identification of people, family stories 
• Genealogy associations – JGS Cleveland, AJGS Melbourne, Genealogy Society Hamburg 
• Archivists eg. LASA - Dessau-Rösslau, Schönebeck, Wuppertal 
• Librarians – Melbourne, Hamburg, Magdeburg 
• Other organisations – Jews in East Prussia, JewishGen, Leo Baeck Institute, Maceva 

 
Period Maps 

• Atlas des Deutschen Reich - Ludwig Ravenstein (1883) 
• Antique Maps of the 19th Century World – Montgomery Martin (ed) (1989) (orig. 1851) 
• Avenza app 

 
Social Media (Facebook) 

• Jewish Genealogy Portal  
• Aust Jewish Genealogical Society Vic 
• GerSIG: German Jewish Genealogy Special Interest Group (JewishGen German Res Div) 
• Friends of the Dunera Boys 
• Jews – Jekkes Engaged Worldwide 
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• Jewish Genealogy in Latvia & Lithuania 
• Jews in East Prussia 
• Hamburg Jewish Ancestors 
• Former Jewish Leipzigers and their Descendants 
• Genealogical Translations 
• Tracing the Tribe 

 
Practical Tips 

• Make requests in native language esp. initial requests 
• Quid pro quo – be a partner, not a nudge 
• Documentation, documentation, documentation! 
• Treat online family trees without documentation as hypotheses only  
• It has been an iterative process 
• Learn historical context eg. changes of city names 
• Census records via online databases were invaluable  
• Real Estate websites were useful eg realestate.com 
• Google tools were incredibly useful eg. Google Search, Google Lens, Google Translate, 

Google Maps 
 

What Did I Discover? 

• 300+ years of a German Jewish family 
• All my grandparents and great grandparents 
• Over 1600 people in my family tree 
• Amazing family stories 
• Amazing individual family members 
• Ancestors back to 1697 
• Roots in modern day Germany, Lithuania and Poland 
• Living cousins in the USA, The Netherlands, Canada, Germany, Brazil, Israel and Australia 
• My top 3 DNA matches were cousins who were previously unknown to me 
 

My Family Research in Numbers 

• 1 served in the American Civil War 
• 4 graves of great grandparents discovered 
• Over 20 families of cousins discovered around the world 
• 20 served in German/Prussian army in WW1 
• Over 110 family members murdered in the Holocaust 
• 1697 earliest relative discovered 
• 3,096 km driven on the research road trip through 34 towns and cities 

 
 

An extensive bibliography with a wide variety of reference sources is included in my book. 
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My parents, grandparents and great grandparents: 

 

David Marlow’s book, Uncovering their Names and Stories: 300+ years of a German-
Jewish family 1697-2024, was published by JewishGen Press in March 2025. 

“Weaving together a broad web of intersecting and connecting families, your text does justice to 
the nature of the German-Jewish experience. You are showing how Jews were establishing 
networks, and thus for whoever reads your story will discover either connections with their own 
stories or come to understand the far-flung nature of their own family.” 

 Dr. Frank Mecklenburg, Mark M. and Lottie Salton Senior Historian, & Director of Research and Chief 
Archivist, Leo Baeck Institute, New York 

"I always appreciate works like yours, as they provide very important information about the lives 
of people in our region, particularly regarding the people persecuted and murdered by the Nazis, 
just because they were Jews. Thanks to your work the lives of the victims remain in our memory."  

 Dr Joachim Schröder, President, Old Slaughterhouse Memorial Centre, Düsseldorf 

“Through this panoramic family history, David Marlow invites us to consider how history 
reverberates in the present. At a time when liberal democratic ideals are under increasing threat, 
works that sharpen our knowledge of the past, and its injustices, are ever more vital. This is an 
important work.” 

 Dr Seumas Spark, Adjunct Fellow in History at Monash University and President, Dunera Association 

“It’s the astonishing, curious and sometimes terrifying details in this history of David Henry 
Marlow’s German-Jewish family that make it so moving and impressive. Highly recommended!” 

 Richard Zimler, author of The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon and The Incandescent Threads, Portugal 

 

This handout was prepared by David Marlow, who is the copyright holder. It may not be reproduced without 
approval of the author. All rights reserved. David can be contacted at davidhmarlow@gmail.com. 


